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establishment. The Oxford ecclesiastical revival
falsified the prediction. In Scotland ecclesiastical
life under Chalmers was Puritan in spirit, and not
yet politically democratic, indeed strongly con-
servative in temper. Indifferent to the modern
theory of religious equality, and its consequent,
national religious neutrality, Chalmers regarded
the highest welfare of man as the common end

o

of State and Church, and saw in the establish-
ment of a Church by the State, a relation in
which the superior religious wisdom attributed
to ecclesiastics was sustained by the superior
secular resources of the Christian State; but
with these two factors of human progress still
related as allies, absolutely independent of each
other in their spheres; not identified, according
to the ideal of Hooker, in which the Church
is the Christian State in religious action. But
while each was independent in its own depart-
ment, a religious establishment was with Chalmers
indispensable for making the ministrations of the

Church territorially coextensive with the increas-

*
ing   population   of the  nation,   as  well  as  for

checking the growing religious neutrality or in-
difference of the modern State. This raised in
Scotland what has been described as "the hardest             !ion is now multiplied threefold, and in material0), by the Rev. Charles Macdonald,
